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 B
ackground:  Love is one of the m

ost talked about,  yet m
ost m

isunderstood concepts in 
 hum

an history—
often reduced to a feeling or em

otion that com
es and goes. In contrast, the 

 Bible consistently portrays love as som
ething m

uch deeper. In this chapter, Paul, com
ing 

 o
 of his teaching on spiritual gifts, addresses the m

anner in w
hich the gifts should be 

 exercised. A
s you read, consider how

 your ow
n understanding of love com

pares and 
 contrasts w

ith w
hat the scripture describes. 

 1 C
orinthians 13:1-13  (N

IV
):  T

he W
ay of L

ove 

 1 If I speak in the tongues of m
en or of angels, but do not have love, I am

 only a 

 resounding gong or a clanging cym
bal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom

 

 all m
ysteries and all know

ledge, and if I have a faith that can m
ove m

ountains, but do 

 not have love, I am
 nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over m

y body to 

 hardship that I m
ay boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does 

 not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

 w
rongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices w

ith the truth. 7 It alw
ays protects, 

 alw
ays trusts, alw

ays hopes, alw
ays perseveres. 

 8 Love never fails. But w
here there are prophecies, they w

ill cease; w
here there are 

 tongues, they w
ill be stilled; w

here there is know
ledge, it w

ill pass aw
ay. 9 For w

e know
 

 in part and w
e prophesy in part, 10 but w

hen com
pleteness com

es, w
hat is in part 

 disappears. 11 W
hen I w

as a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned 

 like a child. W
hen I becam

e a m
an, I put the w

ays of childhood behind m
e. 12 For now

 

 w
e see only a reflection as in a m

irror; then w
e shall see face to face. N

ow
 I know

 in part; 

 then I shall know
 fully, even as I am

 fully know
n. 

 13 A
nd now

 these three rem
ain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 A
pplication Q

uestions &
 Personal R

eflection: 
 1.  Verses 1 through 3 say that gifts, know

ledge, and even radical sacrifice m
ean nothing 

 w
ithout love. Is there an area of your faith w

here you’ve been going through the 
 m

otions w
ithout love as the m

otivation? H
ow

 could it be changed? 

 2.  Re-read the list in verses 4-7, substituting your ow
n nam

e for “love”  (e.g., “Bob is 
 patient, Bob is kind…

”)  . W
hich quality is hardest  for you to em

body right now, and 
 w

hy? 

 3.  H
ow

 does recognizing the lim
its of your ow

n understanding, as said in verse 12, 
 change the w

ay you interact w
ith people you disagree w

ith, inside or outside the 
 church? 

 Your N
otes: 


