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Background: Love is one of the most talked about, yet most misunderstood concepts in
human history—often reduced to a feeling or emotion that comes and goes. In contrast, the
Bible consistently portrays love as something much deeper. In this chapter, Paul, coming
off of his teaching on spiritual gifts, addresses the manner in which the gifts should be
exercised. As you read, consider how your own understanding of love compares and

contrasts with what the scripture describes.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NIV): The Way of Love

1If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. ¢ If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do
not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to

hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects,

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. g For we know
in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part
disappears. 1 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now
we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part;

then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Application Questions & Personal Reflection:

—

. Verses 1 through 3 say that gifts, knowledge, and even radical sacrifice mean nothing
without love. Is there an area of your faith where you've been going through the

motions without love as the motivation? How could it be changed?

2. Re-read the list in verses 4-7, substituting your own name for “love” (e.g., “Bob is
patient, Bob is kind...”). Which quality is hardest for you to embody right now, and
why?

3. How does recognizing the limits of your own understanding, as said in verse 12,
change the way you interact with people you disagree with, inside or outside the
church?

Your Notes:



